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Hell, is it Real?
Lou used to go to church and then some things happened he didn’t
like. He became offended and quit going to church. The church is full
of hypocrites he would say and I’m just as good or better than they are.
He trusted his Amish neighbors and became friends. He even had
one of them keep some of his money because he was fearful somebody
would steal it from him. Over the years he was known for telling a few
dirty stories and made pleasantries with his neighbors. But church was
a bad subject.
As the years passed by he became increasingly sick and wanted
the neighbors to stop in and check on him. One of the neighbor boys
stopped one day and Lou asked him about the smoke in the woods. The
boy looked but couldn’t see any smoke. Several days later he stopped
again and Lou asked him about the fire he saw out in the woods. The
young boy didn’t see any fire and became afraid to stop in and check
on Lou.
So several of the Amish men started stopping in. This fire Lou kept
seeing was moving closer and closer to his house and he kept asking
the men about it and they assured him there was no fire. Finally after
a few more days the fire was on his porch and then into the house and
Lou would say, “I know where I’m going”. The men asked if their Bishop
should come and talk to him but he said no, it’s too late. Finally the fire
got close to where he was sitting and he saw a big black snake come
out of the fire and he begged the men to pull him back from the fire.
I can feel the heat, he said. The men tried unsuccessfully to tell him
there was no fire or snake.
Finally the fire was at the foot of his chair and he begged them to lift
him up out of the fire. He was in anguish and begging for help and then
slumped over and his lifeless body fell to the floor.
This is a true story as told by the Amish neighbors. My dad knew Lou
and I know where the farm is where this event took place.
My friend, Hell is real. Jesus spoke more about hell than he did
heaven. Hell as a place of punishment translates Gehenna, the Greek
form of the Hebrew word that means “the vale of Hinnom”, a valley
just South of Jerusalem. In the time of Jesus the Valley of Hinnom was
used as the garbage dump of Jerusalem. Dead bodies of animals as
well as the bodies of executed criminals were thrown into this valley.
To consume all of this, fires were burning continually. And when the
wind blew the right way the stench was horrible in Jerusalem. At night
wild dogs would howl and gnash their teeth as they fought over the
garbage.
It was this imagery Jesus used to describe Hell. In Mark 9:43-48,
Jesus speaks of hell. “And if your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is
better for you to enter life maimed, rather than having two hands , to
go to hell, into the fire that shall never be quenched. Where the worm

does not die and the fire is not quenched. And if your foot causes you
to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life lame, rather than having
two feet, to be cast into hell, into the fire that shall never be quenched.
Where their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched. And if
your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. It is better for you to enter the
kingdom of God with one eye, rather than having two eyes, to be cast
into hell fire. Where their worm does not die in the fire is not quenched.”
I remember hearing messages preached on hell when I was growing
up. It seems we don’t hear much about hell anymore except in a swear
word. It makes me wonder if that’s one of the reasons we experience
life in America today the way we do. Where is our moral compass? Sin
seems to be rampant not only in society but in church as well.
In Revelation 20:12-15 we read, “And I saw the dead, small and great,
standing before God, and books were opened. And another book was
opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according
to their works, by the things which were written in the Books. The sea
gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the
dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to
his works. Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This
is the second death. And anyone not found written in the Book of Life
was cast into the lake of fire.
Not all who die, go to a better place. In today’s world it doesn’t seem
to matter what kind of life a person lives, and you’ll hear comments
after their death saying, they’re in a better place. The apostle Paul
instructed Titus with these words in Titus 2:12-14. “And we are
instructed to turn from godless living and sinful pleasures. We should
live in this evil world with wisdom, righteousness, and devotion to God,
while we look forward with hope to that wonderful day when the glory
of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, will be revealed. He gave his
life to free us from every kind of sin, to cleanse us, and to make us his
very own people, totally committed to doing good deeds.
One of these days Jesus will return again for His Bride, the church.
Lou seemed to have lost his way and allowed bitterness and unbelief to
creep into his life. By all appearance he was not ready to die and didn’t
end up in a better place.
On a bright note, I remember hearing my dad quote John 14:1-6 on
his deathbed. He is in a better place. I’m so grateful Jesus made a Way
for us to enter heaven! Please pray for me that I would declare the
whole counsel of God as the Apostle Paul testified. Hell is real. Heaven
is real. Choice determines destiny.
Philip Stutzman
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WEDDING BELLS
I had the privilege of doing the marriage for Erick Mendez and Shania Hershberger
September 12, 2020. Here is Shania’s story as written by her.
Our story is something special! When
my husband and I were planning our
wedding we were puzzled. With both of
us coming from different backgrounds
mine being a Christian background and
his being catholic, they are quite a bit
different. We wanted someone to marry
us, but not all pointed towards just one of
our religions, as well as needing someone
to translate Spanish. My husband said
he just wanted to make sure that on
our wedding day that we get a prayer of
blessing on our marriage. That was the
one thing that mattered to us was getting
that prayer of blessing and incorporating
God in our marriage. I reached out to my
mom asking if she had any idea on who
could marry us, or what we should do. She
said Shania I will pray about it. Several
days later she reached out to me saying,
“The most amazing thing just happened!!
While scrolling through Facebook, pastor
Phil’s picture popped up as someone you

may know. This is the pastor who married
your dad and I 30 years ago.” She reached
out to him letting him know what we
were looking for. He suggested we meet
and get to know each other. After talking
at our first meeting together we knew
that Phil was a good choice to marry
us! Phil and Elsie were both so very kind
to the both of us! Phil also advised that
it would be no problem to incorporate
both religions in our ceremony as well as
working through a translator. We then
met with them a couple of times. Phil and
Elsie have helped us with multiple things
in our relationship as well as provide
amazing advice! We loved learning from
them especially seeing how happy they
are after almost 50 years together! Our
Ceremony was amazing and everything
we could have imagined and more! Leah
Hershberger was our interpreter and she
did such an amazing job at translating!

Phil sharing about Souls4him at Light in the Valley.

SCHEDULE
With COVID-19 still in affect, our prison services are cancelled as well as some of our other engagements. I have been doing
some short sermons on social media platforms and the response has been good.

WHO WE ARE
We have a Souls4Him page on FB or you can follow me on FB and Instagram
under Philip Stutzman. Many have told me how they follow me as a “silent”
follower and can keep up with what we are doing.

Philip Stutzman Souls4Him Ministries
invites people to authentic relationship in
Jesus Christ. We do this through Evangelistic
Meetings and Awake! Meetings in churches,
prisons and community meetings, stateside
and overseas. Having a 501 ( c ) ( 3 ) tax
exempt status makes all gifts tax deductible.

