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What Should We Do?
They were all huddled together afraid that someone would
find them. It had been a terrifying several days. They were afraid
to venture out for fear they would be discovered. Their best
friend had just been killed and they feared for their life. Will we
be next?
And then it happened. Their best friend suddenly appeared in
their room. And then they were really afraid. What in the world
is going on? Did someone leave the door unlocked? How did he
get in here? Is this a ghost? But then they heard his voice, the
familiar voice they recognize so well. “Peace be with you, he said”.
This person looked just like their best friend that had been
killed! And it sounded like him! Is this real? He continued talking
to them and then he really revealed his identity. Come in close
to me friends, look at the wounds in my hands, my feet and side.
It’s really me, Jesus said! And then he told them again, “peace
be with you”.
And then it happened! Jesus breathed on them and said,
“receive the Holy Spirit”. Do you remember what it felt like when
you gave your heart to Christ? I remember it well the night I
gave my heart to Jesus Christ. The load of guilt I was carrying
was suddenly gone and replaced with peace. We are living in
unprecedented times. There’s a lot of fear and uncertainty.
However, the same Jesus that stood with the disciples 2000
years ago and gave them peace is the same Jesus that is with
us today. He offers peace in the midst of the storm. You may be
affected by the loss of a job, a financial difficulty or the recent
loss of a loved one. Jesus offers peace. Peace in the midst of
turmoil. Because that’s what he does.
So for the next 40 days Jesus periodically showed up and
spoke to his disciples. One of the things he told them is they
should wait in Jerusalem until the father sends the gift that he
promised. The promised gift was the Holy Spirit. And then Jesus
gave them the reason for this promised gift. “But you will receive
power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be My
witnesses, telling people about me everywhere, in Jerusalem,
throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth”.
And then it happened, Jesus had just told them they would
receive power when the Holy Spirit came upon them and the
next thing they saw was their friend leaving them, ascending
into a cloud! But they had been given a promise, wait in the city
until you receive the gift. So they waited, and prayed.

10 days later they were still together waiting and praying and
then it happened! It sounded like an approaching tornado but it
wasn’t leveling buildings. Rather it was a presence that filled the
room they were in. That Presence looked like flames or tongues
of fire as it settled on each of them. “And everyone present was
filled with the Holy Spirit and began speaking in other languages,
as the Holy Spirit gave them this ability”. Acts 2:4 NLT
Suddenly they were filled with bold courage instead of fear.
Peter addressed the crowd that had gathered in Jerusalem to
worship. He quoted the prophet Joel from the Old Testament,
“In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit upon all
people”. Acts 2:17 NLT. Perhaps some of these in the crowd
were the same ones that helped condemn Jesus to death. He
reminded the crowd that they had betrayed Jesus and had
gotten the Gentiles to crucify Jesus on the cross. He continued
pressing the message home that Jesus had been raised to life
again and was seen by many.
Peter concluded his sermon with these words, “So let everyone
in Israel know for certain that God has made this Jesus, whom
you crucified, to be both Lord and Messiah”! Acts 2:36 NLT. The
Holy Spirit used this message to bring conviction to the crowd
of people and they asked a very important question, “Brothers,
what should we do”?
Peter could have told them to come to church, be kind to their
neighbor, pay their tithe to the church and the list could go on
and on. But he simply gave them two things to do. 1) Repent of
your sins. 2) Be baptized. Then they will be forgiven of their sins
and will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
This message is still needed today. When we trust Jesus
Christ as our Lord and Savior he gives us peace. The Bible says
Jesus is the prince of peace. I believe many today are searching
for peace in these uncertain times. They’re looking for security
and too often are looking in the wrong place for it. Jesus offers
peace in the midst of the storm of COVID-19. We can trust
him, this pandemic hasn’t taken him by surprise. On the day
of Pentecost, when Peter offered the gift of salvation, 3000
people responded in repentance and baptism. The same peace
that Peter and the rest of the apostles experienced in the upper
room was experienced by the crowd of 3000.
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It’s easy to become distracted by the
things happening around us. We may find
ourselves behind locked doors as it were,
and afraid to venture out. But my friend,
Jesus, offers peace. Peace in the midst of
turmoil, uncertainty, job loss, marriage
problems, financial difficulties, fear of
COVID-19 or sickness.
The world doesn’t have this peace.
Jesus told the apostles, the reason the
Holy Spirit is given is so they would have
power to witness. My prayer for each of
us is for the power of the Holy Spirit to be
evident in our life so we can be a channel
of blessing and peace to those in turmoil
around us. Jesus offers forgiveness,
restoration and hope for those who trust
him. He gives us peace in the midst of
uncertainty! Trust him!
Philip Stutzman

Our grandson is engaged to be married!

Our grandson Joshua Schlabach and his
fiancée Piper Henderson.

Phil preaching at Light In The Valley
Chapel, Ohio

We enjoyed worshiping with the friendly people at Trinity Church in Virginia.
Phil preaching at Trinity Church in
Virginia

SCHEDULE
COVID-19 has obviously affected our schedule. Our fall schedule is still tentative. I’ve been doing more ministry online and
one on one with people I am in contact with. This weekend I’m meeting with a couple that wants to get married in September.
Pray for this couple as we work through this process.
Thank you for your prayers and financial support during this pandemic!

WHO WE ARE
We have a Souls4Him page on FB or you can follow me on FB and Instagram
under Philip Stutzman. Many have told me how they follow me as a “silent”
follower and can keep up with what we are doing.

Philip Stutzman Souls4Him Ministries
invites people to authentic relationship in
Jesus Christ. We do this through Evangelistic
Meetings and Awake! Meetings in churches,
prisons and community meetings, stateside
and overseas. Having a 501 ( c ) ( 3 ) tax
exempt status makes all gifts tax deductible.

